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In 1989 Discovery Southeast was born with a mission to connect local 
children with Juneau nature. What a great idea! From physical fitness, 
to mental health, to intellectual curiosity, we give our children an ever-
increasing gift when we provide meaningful connections to the natural 
world. For 25 years Discovery Southeast’s outdoor education programs 
have provoked attention, wonder, and exploration. 

So where is that vision taking us? 

• Nature Studies, our core program for 3rd to 5th grade classes, is in five 
elementary schools. Our goal is to be in each Juneau school so every 
child is enriched by the outdoors—especially those who would not 
otherwise get outdoors.

• Outdoor Explorers summer camp was at capacity all nine weeks. 
Excellent staff were outdoors with children every single day, creating 
an open environment for children to play and explore. 

• Teacher Expeditions are taking teachers afield, giving them knowledge 
and skills to share with their own students. This year, we hope to focus 
more intently on Juneau’s own amazing backyard.

• We’re starting afterschool programs, to provide even more 
opportunities for children to progress from comfort outdoors to a 
curiosity exploring it.

• Our publications like Natural History of Juneau Trails are bringing 
deeper knowledge and sparking curiosity for thousands of Juneau 
readers.

• We’re piloting a therapeutic outdoor education program, to boost 
resiliency and coping mechanisms for at-risk children.

• We’ve woven the schools’ science curriculum into our Nature Studies 
curriculum, to better support teachers and engage children in science.

• We’re having a blast outdoors.

Why is Discovery Southeast successful? An important mission and a 
strong community. Thank you to the prescient founders and the stalwart 
supporters for 25 years. Thank you to the outstanding educators teaching 
our children to explore the natural world. Thank you to everyone 
supporting the program now, ensuring that generations of Juneau children 
grow up with a meaningful connection with the natural world.

25 Years of Hands-on Nature Education in Juneau
And We’re Just Getting Started!

Staff
Shawn Eisele, executive director, Richard Carstensen, Steve Merli, Tim Blust, 
Maia Wolf, Nate Heck, Laurie Clough, Sidney Campbell, Hannah Findlay



What Kids Say

“There was a baby black bear, a cub, in the tree by 
the glacier. We took a little walk, and somebody 
pointed it out, and everyone was quiet just 
watching the bear.”
 Emma Fellman

“My favorite day was when we went fishing at the 
beach. We did lots of outdoor activities we don’t 
usually get to do, like fishing and making fire and 
s’mores. The whole thing was kinda different. I 
really liked that.”
 Finn Kesey

25th Anniversary  
Membership 
Campaign

What Parents Say

w
as

 c
ha

lle
ng

ed
  

an
d 

su
pp

or
te

d

w
ill

 e
nr

ol
l a

ga
in

ex
pa

nd
ed

 c
ur

io
us

ity
 

an
d 

co
m

fo
rt 

ou
td

oo
rs

le
ar

ne
d 

so
m

et
hi

ng
 

ne
w

My child...

Strongly
Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly 
Disagree

“[I appreciate] a full scholarship. Finances have 
always been a factor. Thanks.”

“Our kids are little naturalists and often name all 
the plants, and other organisms, we encounter 
on our family outings from their teachings in 
Outdoor Explorers.”

“The quality instructors sharing their love of 
the outdoors with the kids. I love that it is all 
outdoors, no matter the weather. The exploring 
your own backyard and community. ”

Planned Giving: 
Discovery Southeast 
Founder Looks To The 
Next Generation

25 years ago I helped start 
Discovery Southeast so all 
children in our community can 
benefit from a connection to the 
outdoors.  

Now, by kicking off a legacy 
giving program and including 
Discovery Southeast in my will, 
I can ensure that generations of 
children to come will have those 
same, formative experiences. 

Including Discovery Southeast 
in your will is easy, and you don’t 
have to be rich—even small gifts 
make a big difference. A line 
in your will is all it takes, and 
Discovery Southeast can help 
you navigate the details. Just 
ask.

It’s more important now than 
ever that children have the 
opportunity to get away from a 
screen, experience a presence 
outdoors and a connection to 
the natural world. I’m proud 
that Discovery Southeast has 
done so much in the last 25 
years, and I believe it will serve 
an even more powerful role in 
the coming years, connecting 
children and all ages with the 
place they live.

 Scott Brylinsky
 Discovery Southeast  
 Co-Founder

Our goal is 
to boost our 
ranks to 500 
members 
this year, and 
1,000 by 2018. 

Remember to 
renew, and ask 
a friend to join 
too. 

Mission

Discovery Southeast connects people with 
nature.  We introduce children and families 
to the outdoors, providing the foundation for 
lifelong interests, skills, and exploration.  We 
promote a better understanding of ourselves, 
the natural world, and our place in it.

Learn more at DiscoverySoutheast.org.

2014 Goal
500

265



Juneau Community Foundation
Blackwell Fund

Great Blue Heron Fund
Macamer Charitable Fund

S.B. Foundation

Leighty Foundation

Skaggs Foundation

Sheinberg Associates
Juneau Emergency Medical Associates
Schwarz Gift Fund
Alaska Zipline Adventures
Alaska Discovery
Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute
William Spear Design
Taku River Reds
Spirit Walker Expeditions

Sockeye Cycle
Anchor Electric
Alaska Glacier Seafoods
Mark Kelley Photography
University of Alaska Southeast
AK Litho
Juneau Lion’s Club
Gustavus Inn
Gastineau Guiding Company

And the 265 individuals and families who support 
 Discovery Southeast as members!

It takes a community to provide outdoor education

Thank You.

Hecla Greens Creek  
through the  

Hecla Charitable Foundation

Youth Activities Board Alaska Community 
Foundation

Un-Cruise Adventures

Alaska Conservation  
Foundation

Studebaker Family  
Environmental Education Fund 

Leghorn Fund


