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Over 2000 children learning outdoors  
every season with classroom Nature Studies 

With your support this year, our core hands-on 
nature and science program Nature Studies 
expanded to all elementary grades K-5.  For all 
six years of elementary school, children explore 
outdoors with a naturalist every season.   

6% of Juneau’s 
population is in Nature 
Studies any given year.8+28+33 1/3 of Juneau is a 

graduate of Nature 
Studies.

What can we achieve  
by our 30th next year? 
Keep observing!

607
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Full tuition

Waived or 
reduced tuition

More summer camp spots, 
with more scholarships than ever.

What we did on our summer vacation:
• 26 weeks of summer camp—a new record—meant 303 summer camp spots.
• 8 weeks of naturalists working in other programs serving under-served families.
• 1 family expedition at Pack Creek, thanks to Above and Beyond!
• 2 brand new Juneau Nature Seminars, providing local, place-based education for 

teachers and the community at large.
• 1/2 of the children enrolled in summer camp received tuition assistance 

($32,500 of waived or reduced tuition).
• 3 shelters and community centers got special pick-ups and drop-offs for camp.

“Equity and access are at the heart of our 
commitment to Juneau’s youth.  Discovery 
Southeast is moving the dial on making 
summer opportunities available to all.”
-Jamie Waste, Juneau Community Foundation

“The most rewarding moments have been 
seeing the kids grow. I work with the same 
kids regularly and they grow in their comfort 
and confidence outside, as well as in working 
together as a team that supports each other.”
-Claire Delbecq, Naturalist

“Our expansion to younger grades is a high 
point.  I love seeing the children listen and 
focus outside.  I love seeing what their 
attention is drawn to and the tiny things 
they notice when they slow down.”
-Bess Crandall, Program Coordinator



A new collaboration with Goldbelt Heritage Foundation
-Richard Carstensen
For almost 30 years Discovery Southeast has focused on natural history. We haven’t always felt 
qualified or ‘authorized’ to speak for Tlingit culture, already so richly shared by other local groups.  
That said, as I become more grounded in Lingít Aaní (Tlingit homeland) it feels oddly empty and 
even irresponsible to teach nature apart from culture.
For many years I’ve been fortunate to teach regular programs through Sealaska Heritage 
Institute, Goldbelt Heritage Foundation, and the Hoonah Indian Association. Those programs have 
constituted some of the most meaningful work in my career.
So I’m thrilled to announce Discovery Southeast and Goldbelt Heritage Foundation are co-hiring 
an educator.  Five years ago Kate Cruz coordinated one of the above-mentioned outstanding 
projects.  It was titled Why do we live here?, and is the subject of our article below.  We’re thrilled 
to co-hire Kate with Goldbelt, and I can’t wait to see where this new partnership leads all of us.

Viewing nature with a cultural perspective
-Kate Cruz and Richard Carstensen

Why do we live here? Is it for the breath-taking beauty, the grounded way of life, or for the sustaining 
abundance that surrounds us everyday? But really, why here? What did ancestors or more recent 
relatives see in this particular landscape?

In 2013, with knowledge bearers, elders, Tlingit language speakers, scientists, and local youth, we 
offered a class to answer a seemingly simple question, “Why do we live here?” As we listened to our 
instincts, we strayed farther from the natural history that we found comfort in, and began navigating 
a more intuitive way of thinking. How did people use this country? How has this evolved (or devolved) 
over time? What do the ancestors—and their traces on raised beaches, salt lagoons, and pitch 
trees—teach us about sustainable pathways?

The question rippled through our education community. One of the youth wrote “glaciers walk and 
rocks talk.”  She found deeper meaning in the ways our natural world repairs itself from traumatic 
events, finding everyday examples of resilience and persistence. Science came alive for the students, 
free from boundaries of grade levels, bell schedules, and monolingual, siloed content areas. Lasting 
relationships and impressions were formed, and 85% of that class went on to accept paid internships 
through the University of Alaska, the U.S. Forest Service, and other entities who supported their 
pursuit of STEM careers and interests.    

It changed our thinking as naturalists, too.  We learned the proper, traditional names for the country.  
Wherever we traveled, from Yaakwdáat, canoe rebounded (Yakutat), to Gijòok Shàa, golden eagle 
mountain (Bokan Mountain), we began applying those poetic Lingít and K’áyk’áanii Haida names to every 
map, journal, essay, and publication we develop. We were also reminded how important it is to camp 
and kayak if you really want to understand why we live here and the indigenous relationship to ‘home 
beach.’ It shifts our attention towards those hundred-or-so winter villages, which bank the wisdom of 
millennia of human tenure.

The reasons to love this place are endless, and to fully love this land also means to love the indigenous 
history of this land.  By digging deeper into this question, “Why do we live here?” we extend to the 
next generation our love, knowledge, and passion for this place, and that of those who came before.



Hungry for more?  We are thrilled to 
announce a new website featuring Lead 
Naturalist Richard Carstensen’s work.  
You’ll find everything from geology, to forest 
succession, to culture, to drone videos, to 
mapping. Treat yourself and check it out!

The Mendenhall Glacier is 
an iconic part of Juneau; 
Discovery Southeast is thrilled 
to play a role there, together 
with the U.S. Forest Service.
Our bookstore at the 
Visitor Center is boosting 
our programs, and is a true 
community effort: 
• Dozens of classroom field trips 

to the Glacier.
• New professional development 

courses for teachers.
• 2/3 of the items we sell at the 

store are local, with 97 books 
from Alaska Authors. 

• 22 Juneauites employed at 
our store this summer.  1/2 
went through Nature Studies 
themselves or have children 
enrolled in it.

Shop with a Purpose:
Check us out at Public 
Market and pick up 
your coupon for 30% 
off during December 
at our Glacier Visitor 
Center store.  Open in 
Winter Fri. - Sun with 
free hot cider.

There are innumerable ways to grow a 
happy, healthy person, and I love Discovery 
Southeast’s.  In a society with ever more 
demands and mediated experiences, it’s a 
pleasure to watch children tide pool, collect 
berries, and explore new trails. Thank you for 
supporting it.    

-Shawn Eisele, Executive Director



Skaggs Foundation, 
Leighty Foundation, 
JEDC, Anchor Electric, 
SEACC, Bogs,  
Juneau Emergency  
Medical Associates, 
Interdesign, Alaska  
Zipline Adventures, 
Northstar Trekking, 
Gustavus Water Taxi, 
Alaska Communications, 
Alaska Seaplanes, 
Sheinberg Associates, 
Mark Kelley Photography, 
Chris Miller Photography, 
Alaska’s Capital Inn, 
Glacier Bay Sea Kayaks, 
Spirit Walker Expeditions, 
Temsco Helicopters,  
Auke Bay Clay, 
Gustavus Inn, 
Allen Marine, 
Alaska Waters.

Thank you to EVERY Discovery Southeast 
member.  The following are “Evergreen 
Club” members, whose donations 
automatically renew, and/or members at the 
“Trailblazer” level or above.  Learn more at 
DiscoverySoutheast.org/contribute.

Eric Olsen and Vicki Bassett, Bill Leighty and Nancy 
Waterman, Mary Willson, Tony and Pamela Schwarz, Sarah 
Isto and Gordon Harrison, Tim and Linda Eisele, Richard 
Farnell and Carolyn Hess, Maia Wolf, Janice McPhetres, 
Sander Schijvens, Brant and Jamie Oliphant, Amanda and 
Christopher Mack, Alex and Peggy Wertheimer, John Sisk 
and Mary Pat Schilly, Joe Giefer and Karey Cooperrider, 
Mike McKrill and Lisa Rollin, Tina Kobayashi and Richard 
Monkman, Patti Hutchens Jouppi, Mindy and Skiff 
Lobaugh, Julie Coppens, Loren Jones, Dave Sturdevant 
and Sue Baxter, Dr. Emily Kane, Art Sutch, Gail and Jan 
Sieberts, Mark and Esther Millea, Wendy Wolf and John 
Osborne, Laura Carstensen, Tamara and Greg Cook, 
Judith Maier, Marcy and Geoff Larson, Scott Brylinsky, 
Alan McPherson, Demian Schane and Emily Ferry, Max 
Baumhefner, Liz and Nate Johnson, Mary-Claire Harris, 
James Barron, Anissa Berry, Robert Christensen, Karen 
Blejwas, Marinke Van Gelder, Matt Knutson and Rosary 
Lombardo, Jay Satterfield, Brenda Taylor and Joe Roth, 
Shawn Eisele, Sarah Asper-Smith, Marjie Hamburger and 
Peter Otsea, Venietia Santana, Mariya Lovishchuk and Pat 
Rogers, Debbie and George Reifenstein, Cathy Connor 
and Rod Flynn, Laurie Cooper, Paul Grant, Mike Blackwell, 
Clay Frick, Hank Lentfer and Anya Maier, Bud and Annie 
Carpeneti, Sierra Gadaire and Mitch Jackson, Cindy and 
David Audet, Nathan Borson, Bob Sylvester, Aaron Brakel, 
Laura Stats, Nikki and Mike Olsen, Joyce Landingham, 
Allison Neeland, Thatcher Brouwer, Erin Heist, Linda Miller, 
Jetta Whittaker and Rob Steedle, Jess Parks, Roman 

Motyka, Alan Mcpherson, Margaret Dowling and 
James Thompson, Jeff and Karen Wilson, 

Susan Phillips, Michael and Rebecca 
Ricker, Scott Burton, Sherry and 

Robert Tamone, Ethel Smith, 
Michele and Brad Elfers, 

Peter Flynn, Allison 
Smith, Mike and 

Di Hekkers

Thanks for making it happen.


